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MCPRESBY NEWS  DECEMBER 2009/ JANUARY 2010

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

This year we will be offering two (2) services of worship on Christmas Eve. The
Traditional 11:00 p.m. service will continue to be the main service of worship that
evening. It will highlight our choir, traditional scripture readings and a live nativ-
ity. Of course the evening will close with the lighting of candles and the singing
of Silent Night.

At 7:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve there will be a Family Candlelight Service. This
service will feature our Praise Team and will include the singing of Christmas
Carols and accounts of the Christmas Story. This service will be more mature
than our Children’s Service in the past but will still be simple and fun in a way
that will hold the attention of our members and families.

People of all ages are welcome at both services.

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY

Mark your calendars for the Christmas Play. The Children’s
Play will be held on Sunday, December 20th beginning at 7:00
p.m. in the Sanctuary of Calvary Center. Refreshments will im-
mediately follow. We may even have a special visitor dressed in
red.

CHRISTMAS CHORAL CONCERT

The Annual “Gift of Music” offered to the
community will be presented on Sunday, De-
cember 13, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
of Trinity Center.

This gift is one Presbyterian Women are always
proud to offer.

The musical program will be under the direc-
tion of Syndria Lowe, our director using the
many talents of our church family.

Of course, there will be cookies and punch. So,
we are asking that you please bake a batch of your favorite cookies and set them
aside for us. There will also be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex of Calvary Center.

®  Newsletter deadline-
Sunday, January 17,
2010.

®  December 3rd-Silver
Souls 11:00 a.m.

®  December 13th-
Community Choir-
7:00 p.m. Trinity

Sanctuary

®  Dec. 24th Christmas
Eve Services:
7:00 p.m. Family
Service. 11:00 p.m.
Traditional Candle-
light Service
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PASTOR’S PAGE

Tell Someone “The Story”

Recently I was leading a bible study at Haveloch Commons
and we were getting a preview into Advent with the account of
Mary and Joseph fleeing to Egypt. This happened after the
birth of Jesus so that they might escape the wrath of King
Herod. Herod set out to kill the young Savior by murdering
all of the children in the town of Bethlehem. What horrible
days those must have been living under the senseless wrath of
a king who had no concern for his people other than how they
could bring him personal glory and power. We learned much
about the character of Joseph as he received instruction from
God and in a great measure of faith uprooted his new family
and took them to Egypt. In our conversation we thought about

how that year in Egypt must have strengthened Mary and Jo-
seph as a couple and as a family. After they returned to their homeland from a year in a foreign country they
surely had a sense of empowerment and renewed strength to face their hometown with a reality that few if
any would believe or understand. The hardships they faced in Bethlehem and in Egypt forged their character
into a shape that would be used by God from that point into eternity. And each step of their journey was for-
ordained by God himself and much of it was spoken of by the prophets hundreds of years earlier.

Our Bible is full of fascinating accounts just like this one. It was my challenge to the members of that Bible
study and now also to each of you to tell the Story of Christ’s birth this season. The story is not as well
known as you might suspect and many of our children and grandchildren would love to hear it from our very
own lips regardless of how many times they have heard the Scripture read. Take some time and study up on a
part of the Christmas story and make time to tell it to someone you love. They will be blessed and so will
you.

Blessings in Christ’s Birth,
Justin

Rev. Justin Amsler

“This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph,
but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. All this took place
to fulfill what the Lord said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a
son, and they will call him Immanuel” -which means, “God with us.”

Matthew 1:18, 22, 23
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TUESDAY MORNING PRAYER - REV. JusTIN AMSLER

Each Tuesday morning at 8:00 a.m. I make my way to the pastor’s study of Calvary
Center. It is a great place to gather to pray for our Church and for the ministry of each
of our members. If you are free at 8:00 on Tuesday mornings come join with me in
praying for the life of our church. You will be blessed and it goes without saying that
the power of prayer is very real. Many churches have been blessed by groups of faith-
ful people gathering to pray that the lost would be saved and the people would be
healed and strengthened for ministry. Jesus calls us to stand out in prayer and petition
the Lord to work in our midst. There is no better use of our time.

DEACON SARRIS CANDY PICK-UP

If you ordered Sarris Christmas Candy, it will be available for pick-up on Sunday, De-
cember 6th following service. Please make check payable to McDonald Presbyterian
Church Deacons. Once again, thank you for all your support!

COOKBOOK SALES

The Cookbook Committee would like to thank everyone for making our cookbook sale
a success! As of November 16, 2009 our profit was $1,693.75.

There are still a few available for sale in the Church Office. Just stop by between 9:00
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. if interested in purchasing. Cost for the books are $8.00 each.

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING—GIANT EAGLE

We will be ringing the bell at Giant Eagle on Saturday, December 12th from 8:00
a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Each volunteer is responsible for one (1) hours. Mary Lou Cooper
will be coming around with the schedule.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS

Presbyterian Women Christmas/New Years Party to be held on January 9th beginning
at 11:00 a.m. Please bring a grab bag under $10.00. Place to be determined.

Ash Wednesday/Communion Service will be held the morning of Wednesday, Febru-
ary 17th.
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Christmas Play will
be Sunday, Decem-
ber 20th at 7:00 p.m.
Calvary Sanctuary.
Refreshments to

follow!

COME JOIN A
BIBLE STUDY.
THERE ARE
PLENTY OF

OPPORTUNITIES.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Play practice continues!
Sunday School students
grades kindergarten
through sixth will report
to Calvary Basement each
Sunday from 9:30 a.m. to
10:30 a.m. for play prac-
tice. Preschool and Junior/
Senior High students will
report to their normally
scheduled classes until
Syndria makes arrange-
ments to pull them for
practice. Classes will re-
convene on January 10,
2010.

Sunday, December 6th,
Sunday School kids will
go caroling. Kids will be
dismissed right after Small
Talk in order to go carol-
ing (please dress appropri-
ately). We will visit and
sing at Paulin Personal
Care Home and then
Haveloch Commons.

Afterwards, we will go on

to Trinity Fellowship
Hall to ice cookies and
have hot cocoa. We will
also need some adults to
help on the walk and also
a few adults to prepare
the hot cocoa at Trinity
Fellowship Hall.

Mark your calendars for
the Christmas Play. The
Children’s Play will be
held on Sunday, Decem-
ber 20th beginning at
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctu-
ary of Calvary Center.
Refreshments will imme-
diately follow. We may
even have a special visitor
dressed in red.

December 24th begin-
ning at 7:00 p.m. will be
the Family Candlelight
Service. This service will
be different from the Chil-
dren’s service offered in
the past. This will be a
family service with a mix-

ture of contemporary and
traditional Christmas music.
There will also be a candle-
light portion of the service.
For wee little ones we will
have light sticks available.

Sunday, December 27th
will be the post Christmas
popcorn party at Trinity
Center. From 9:30 a.m. to
10:30 a.m. We will watch
the video of the Children’s
Christmas program while
enjoying a treat of popcorn
and juice.

January News

January 10th will begin
normal Sunday School
classes with Lesson Num-
ber 10.

January 30th MYM Tal-
ent Show. Kids of the
church are cordially invited
to perform. There will be a
sign-up sheet right after
Christmas.

Come join us!

CURRENT BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES

Women’s Bible Study: This group meets on various Tuesdays, please contact Shirl
Krenn for the dates and times. They are using the book Heaven by Randy Alcorn.

Men’s Bible Study: Every Wednesday morning beginning at 6:00 a.m. in the Parlor

of Trinity Center.

Couples’ Bible Study: Once a month the first Friday. The book by study is Fearless
by Max Lucado. Child care is no longer available.

Morning Prayer Time: Every Tuesday morning beginning at 8:00 a.m. in the Pas-
tor’s Study at Calvary Center.

A New Hope Bible Study: Led by Al Quevi and Sharon Libby. We will be studying

the book of Ephesians. Every other Wednesday, in the New Beginnings at Calvary
Center—7:00 p.m. Holiday schedule: Wednesday, December 2nd and Wednesday,

December 9th; January 6th and Wednesday, January 20th.
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DECEMBER/JANUARY MEMORY VERSES

In order to lower stress levels for the holiday season, we will review memory verses rather than introducing new
memory verses for the months of December and January. The Memory Verse Mystery Person (MVMP) is still
going to visit in December and January, so this will be a good time to “make-up” memory verses that you may not
have memorized.

So far, Kindergarten and 1st grade class and the 4th, 5th, and 6th grade class are tied for the classes with the most
memorized verses.

REVIEW OF MEMORY VERSES

Pre School Class

September: John 14:6 “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the father except
through me.”
October: Ephesians 6:1 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for the is right.”

November: Matthew 7:1  “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.”
Kindergarten and 1st Grade

September: John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”
October Colossians 3:23“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for
men.”
November Philippians 4:13 “I can do everything through Christ who gives me strength.”
2nd and 3rd Grades

September Matthew 6:9  “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.”

October Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do
not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

November Isaiah 41:10  “Do do fear, for [ am with you; do not be dismayed, for [ am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous hand.”

4th, 5th and 6th Grades
September Ephesians 6:10-11 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put on the full
armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s
schemes.”
October Revelation 3:20 “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens

the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.”

November From Exodus ~ You shall have no other gods before. You shall not make graven images. You
shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain. Remember the Sabbath and
keep it holy. Honor your father and your mother. You shall not murder. You shall
not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not lie. You shall not covet.
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REVIEW OF MEMORY VERSES (CONTINUED)

Adults, Junior and Senior High

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green
pastures, He leads me beside quiet waters, He restores my soul. He guides me in
paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Even though I walk through the vall
ey of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Your are with me; Your rod and
Your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the

September Psalm 23
October
November 1 Peter 5:8-9

MYM NEWS

Lord forever.

Matthew 5:3-10“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are

those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will
inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted be
cause of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring

lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, be
cause you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same

kind of Sufferings.

MYM to ring bell for the
Salvation Army from 5:30
p-m.—8:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, December 2nd.
The youth will take turns
ringing for 30 minutes at the
Giant Eagle in McDonald.

Christmas Caroling, Tues-
day, December 8th—We
will go caroling for our shut
-ins in McDonald as well as
the folks at Paulin. If you
have a family member who
would be cheered by a mu-
sical visit from MYM,
please contact Dana Motte
at 724/926-8561 or email
dana@mcdonaldpres.org.
All MYM Youth will meet
6:00-8:30 p.m.

MYM Post Office will be
open December 13th and

December 20th. The way
this works is members bring
in their Christmas Cards to
other congregation mem-
bers. Instead of sending
them through the regular
mail, you bring them to the
MYM Post office and make
a goodwill donation instead
of paying for stamps. Dur-
ing the service, the youth
will sort them and alphabet-
ize them and then they will
be for pick-up after church
is over.

MYM Babysitting Fund-
raiser-Saturday, Decem-
ber 12th from 2:00 p.m.-
8:00 p.m. Are you all done
with your Christmas shop-
ping? If not, would you like
to go shopping by your-

self??? Perhaps dinner in a
restaurant with your spouse
by YOURSELF!!1??7?
HMMM?? We’ve got a
great idea! How about brin-
ing your children to MYM’s
Babysitting Fundraising
Event. For a fee of $10.00
per child, we will entertain
your precious little ones for
six hours! We have lots of
activities planned—baking
and icing cookies, indoor
“sleigh rides”, making
Christmas gifts/cards for
families, Christmas movie
time, dinner, story time and
games.
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MYM (CONTINUED)

(MYM Babysitting Fund-
raiser continued) Chil-
dren should be potty
trained. If you are inter-
ested, please email Dana
Motte at
dana@mcdonaldpres.org
Or call the church office at
724/926-8561.

Wednesday, December
16th MYM Christmas
Party from 6:00 p.m.-
8:45 p.m. We will have
Subway hoagies for din-
ner, receive your new

MYM tee-shirts and then
proceed to Calvary to
watch The Nativity Story
on the new screen.

December 23rd and 30th
NO MYM.

January 2010 News

January 13th-Bible Club
Activity Period at Fort
Cherry High School.

Saturday, January 30th-
Third Annual MYM Tal-
ent Show!!! We will be-

gin accepting entries right
after Christmas.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

December 6th

December 13th
December 20th
December 27th

January 3

January 10th
January 17th
January 24th
January 31st

Small Talk

Pastor Justin
Pastor Justin
Pastor Justin
Melanie Nemec

Dana Motte
Joann Bennett
Kelli Miller
Linda Matchett
Dana Motte

Children’s Church

Kid’s go caroling
Sharon Libby

No Children’s Church
Melanie Nemec

Dana Motte
Joann Bennett
Sharon Libby
Dana Motte
Dana Motte

Children’s Church Youth Helpers
December 6th (Sunday School Caroling-all available youth should come)

December 13th
December 20th
December 27th

January 3

January 10th
January 17th
January 24th
January 31st

Hannah Tidd
No Children’s Church
Alex Nemec

Diana Motte
Julie Hanczar
Michael Gavran
Hannah Tidd
Holly Shepherd

Amelia Motte
Anthony Panizza

Matt Dugan
Kennedi Miller
Annie Motte
Beau Garrett
Anthony Panizza

“HAVE YOUu
SIGNED UP TO
VOLUNTEER FOR
SUNDAY SCHOOL?
YOU CAN DO
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH, SMALL
TALK, NURSERY
OR WHATEVER
YOU LIKE!
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Congregational

Meeting
Sunday, January 24,
2010

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

On Sunday January 24™ we will be holding our annual Congregational Meeting
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. service of worship. There will be four
items of business on the agenda, (1) the approval of the Pastor’s Terms of Call,
(2) the election of officers, (3) the review of the congregation’s annual report,
and (4) updating of our church by-laws.

Session has decided to condense our congregational meeting format to include
just one meeting each year. In the past we have had two separate meetings, one
for the nomination and election of officers and one for the review of the annual
report and pastor Terms of Call. It is acceptable in the Presbyterian Church
(USA) and common among Presbyterian Churches to only have one meeting. To
officially make the change our congregational By-Laws will be amended by a
vote of the congregation at the January meeting. In the new format, officers will
be installed each year in the service of worship on the last Sunday in January and
their terms will begin on February 1* of each year.

TREASURERS REPORT—OCTOBER 2009

Actual Receipts = $16,917.62
Actual Expenses = $23,271.15

(Expenses include $1,926.77 for Worship Technology and $2,809.65 for Property

Taxes.)

Roof Receipts = $251.00
(Includes $150.00 applied to principal.)

2009 Budgeted Figures for 10 month period (Jan - Oct)
YTD Expected Income = $204,399.20

YTD Budgeted Income = $200,617.30

YTD Budgeted Expenses = $187,590.26
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Jane Baker
Amy Samarin
Nikki Hughey
Cathy Krenn
Sandi Albertini
Karen Cooper
Matthew McKay
Zachary Brodnick
Luke Gladden
Emily Muggar
Nolan Vance
Brad Unruh
Terri Cole

Wayne Masquelier

Bob Klimas
Naomi Brockman
Bob Cooper

Shirl Krenn
Roger McElhaney
Becky Gladden
Bob Klimas
Naomi Brockman
Bob Cooper

Shirl Krenn
Roger McElhaney
Becky Gladden

DECEMBER: HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

12/01
12/02
12/04
12/09
12/10
12/11
12/15
12/20
12/25
12725
12/25
12/29
12/31
12/31

Logan Errett
Blake McElhaney
Christian Nation
Pam Thomassy
Jeff Keslar

Jim Schafer
Laurain Lacotte
Duane Cole
Carol Masquelier
Matthew Muggar
Dave Hanczar
Alvin Berthold

Carolyn Libert

JANUARY: HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

01/20
01/03
01/12
01/16
01/25
01/31
01/20
01/03
01/12
01/16
01/25
01/31

DEC. ANNIVERSARIES

Duane and Terri Cole

Ray & Ida Galicic

12705
12/21

Patty Sember

Tyler Schepis

Helen Catrain

Hannah Fay Descutner
Luke Errett

Alec Hendal

Patty Sember

Tyler Schepis

Helen Catrain

Hannah Fay Descutner
Luke Errett

Alec Hendal

12702
12/02
12705
12/09
12/10
12/13
12/17
12/23
12/25
12725
12/29
12/31
12/31

01702
01/03
01/04
01/20
01/27
01/31
01/02
01/03
01/04
01/20
01/27
01/31

JAN. ANNIVERSARIES

Jay and Diane Nation

01/10
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CARELIST DECEMBER 2009

Mrs. Vera Armstrong Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Belk (Dana Motte’s mom & dad)
Mrs. Mae Bittner (No visitors) Mr. & Mrs.. Clarence Brockman

Ms. Dorothy Blank (Lynn Brockman’s cousin) Cameron (friend of Mary Lou Cooper’s)
Mr. Jaimey Brown Lori Corbin (friend of Michelle Unruh)
Mrs. Peg Dallapiazza Mrs. Margie DeFaveri

Mr. Ted Guenard (nephew of Joy & Jack Penderville)  Mrs. Dolores Gilbert

Mrs. Kris Hanczar Mrs. Gert Jansenns

Mrs. Roberta Langer Mrs. Dorothy Laughlin

Mr. Brady Ledebur (friend of Joy & Jack Penderville) Mr. & Mrs. Bob Murrell

Mrs. Jane McRae Mrs. Jo McDowell

Mrs. Marie Neff (Ida Galicic’s mother) Miss Mary Novak

Mrs. Dorothy Smith Mrs. Pat Johnston

(niece of Dorothy Irwin and Jo McDowell)
Mr. Carl Waspusk
Mr. John Walker

Assisted Living Rehabilitation

Miss Mary Ann Johnen, Presbyterian Senior Care, South Minster Place, Apartment 336 880 South Main
Street, Washington, PA 15301 Telephone: 724/250-2951

Ms. Dorothy Blank, Rest Haven Personal Care Home, 130 Valley Road, Canonsburg, PA 15317.
Telephone: 724/345-3333

Nursing Home

Mrs. Millie Pucci, Southminster Place, 835 South Main Street, Washington, PA 15301
Mrs. Thelma Sansone, Room 2146, The Willows, 1215 Hulton Road, Oakmont, PA 15139
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CHOIR SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER

Tuesday, Dec. 1st 6:30 p.m. Bells
Thursday, Dec. 3rd 6:00 p.m. Kids
6:45 p.m. Youth
7:30 p.m. Adults
Sunday, Dec. 6th 6:30 p.m. Community Choir
Tuesday, Dec. 8th 6:30 p.m. Bells
Thursday, Dec. 10th 6:00 p.m. Kids
6:45 p.m. Youth Children’s Christmas
7:30 p.m. Adults Play
Sunday, December 20th
Tuesday, Dec. 15th 6:00 p.m. Kids in Calvary Sanctuary Calvary Center Sanctuary
7:30 p.m. Youth in Calvary Sanctuary
Thursday, Dec. 17th 6:00 p.m. Kids
6:45 p.m. Youth
7:30 p.m. Adults
PRACTICE SCHEDULE FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL PLAY
Thursday, Dec. 3rd 6:00 p.m. to 6:45 Kids
6:45 p.m. to 7:30 Youth
Sunday, Dec. 6th 9:30 a.m. to 10:30. Kids (K —6th) Calvary Basement
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 Youth (7th-12th) Choir Room
Thursday, Dec. 10th 6:00 p.m.—6:45 p.m.  Kids
6:45 p.m.—7:30 Youth
Sunday, Dec. 13th 9:30 a.m. to 10:30. Kids (K —6th) Calvary Basement
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 Youth (7th-12th) Choir Room
Tuesday, December 15th 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 K-6th and Preschool Calvary Sanctuary
7:30 p.m. to 9:00 7th-12th Calvary Sanctuary
Thursday, Dec. 17th 6:00 p.m. to 6:45 K-6th and Preschool Calvary Sanctuary

6:45 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 7th-12th Calvary Sanctuary

Saturday, Dec. 19th 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Dress Rehearsal K-6th Preschool

Saturday, Dec. 19th 10:30 a.m. to Noon Dress Rehearsal 7th-12th

Sunday, December 20th 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m Calvary Basement—All for final go through
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119 STATION STREET
McDONALD, PA 15057

Worship Site:
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Pastor Justin Amsler
Dana Motte
Syndria Lowe
Donna Klimas
Paul Winters
Sonny Gilbert
Norm Krenn
Cindy Sell




